Monday, March 10, 2003
Leviticus 4:1 - 6:30

The word used for “sin” in chapter 4 meant to “miss the mark”; actions in which a person failed to obey God, but without the intent of open rebellion. Chapter 5 begins an account of deliberate actions opposed to God’s will.

Chapter 4 reminds us that we sin often in the day to day living of our lives.  Sometimes we don’t even realize it at the moment, but only later when we stop to contemplate the day. To know from 5:17 that even when we are unaware of a sinful act we are still held accountable reminds us of how hopeless our situations would be if it were not for Jesus’ willing sacrifice in our behalf on the cross. 

There are implications throughout these chapters about the who, what, and why of the sacrifices. For example, we read that a bull without defect was required for the sin of the priest. Commentaries say that a bull was the most expensive offering demanded. Why? The priests were serving as intermediaries with God. Their lives were to demonstrate to the people how to be in fellowship with God. It was important for them to be obedient.


Chapter 5:11 shows God’s love for His people. The gifts brought were to demonstrate the cost of sin, not to bribe the Judge. A man who could afford almost nothing was still welcome at the feet of God, where the gift of forgiveness was received.  

In these chapters we also find the command for restitution. A thief was to restore all that he had stolen plus twenty percent. Our country today is beginning to see this as an option in criminal cases.


Most of Chapter 6 refers back to the offerings mentioned earlier, but with more instructions to the priests as to the formal procedures.
